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Finding 
great-uncle Bill…

an overview of 
British India records

not just any family  …
“Uncle Bill”

Sir William Strath. India. date unknown.
Brown family collection

Who am I ?
Karen de Bruyne
(born Brown)

(not Kevin’s mum or Aunt)

should be Bruijn!

What do we mean by India?What do we mean by India? Brief history lesson…………

“The Honourable East India Company”
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East India House. (2023, November 8). In Wikipedia. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_India_House

"East India House," by Thomas Malton

Lloyds Building © Karen de Bruyne

Presidencies: Bombay Madras Calcutta (Bengal)

The death of Colonel Moorhouse, Madras Artillery, at the storming of Bangalore, 7 March 1791
Oil on canvas by Robert Home (1752-1834), 1793.

How do you discover an India connection?

1881 census from ancestry.co.uk Melvina Rundhir SINGH
Born abt. 1860 Kapurthala, India

aunt of husband of sister-in-law of brother-in-law of 1st cousin 2x removed

Their great grandfather Captain Nathaniel Hodges was born in Rotherhithe!

CENSUS
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Margaret Turnbull TAIT
born 17 AUG 1817 Edenside House, Kelso, Scotland

died 9 MAY 1891 Nisbet House, Ebrom, Scotland

2nd great-grandaunt of husband

1891 census from ScotlandPeople.gov.uk

Penang SS Brit Sub

3rd great-grandfather of husband

Captain James TAIT
born Jul 1769  Langrigg, Whitsome, Berwickshire, Scotland

died 16th May 1847 Edenside House, Kelso, Roxburghshire, Scotland

newspapers

“27th ult. at Dunse, James Tait, esq. late of
Prince of Wales Island, to Margaret, eldest daughter of the

…John Turnbull, esq. of Abbey St Bathams -”

Tuesday 11 July 1815, Tyne Mercury; Northumberland and Durham and Cumberland 
Gazette, Northumberland, England, page: 3

britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk

Missing from records in Britain 
for a period of time…….

Look in India !

Sir William and Lady Strath.
Agra, India. date unknown.

Brown family collection

May not have been born, married or died 
in India!

Just passing through…for work?

Birth, Marriage and Death records

No Birth Marriage or Death Registration

THE BASICS

except those registered as

“British Armed Forces and Overseas”
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“British Armed Forces and Overseas” “British Armed Forces and Overseas”

“British Armed Forces and Overseas” “British Armed Forces and Overseas”

not on My Heritage (yet?)
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How to order certificate 
for British Armed Forces and Overseas B. M. or D.

Standard - £14.00, despatched on the 15th working day from receipt of order.

Baptism, Marriage and Burial

where to find Indexes and Images
St John’s Church, Calcutta

Genealogy websites having British India records

Transcriptions only…..Indexed only…..
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Transcriptions only…..Indexes only….. Transcriptions only…..No  B.M.D..…..
(except overseas)

Transcriptions only…..Nearly all images 

I’ve booked marked 
this search

Transcript
ionsoly…

..

Indexes and 
some images

FREE
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FREE

Baptism

James Neil Campbell born 27th April and baptised 22nd May 1862
Son of James & Sophia. Quality, Trade or Profession “Captain 22nd Native Infantry”

Earlier Baptism 1815 Marriage
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Earlier Marriage 1839
Burial

James died of convulsions 16th May 1861 aged 2
“son of Captain Campbell 22nd Native Infantry”

Earlier Burial Wills
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FREE

Missing Images
Baptism, Marriage and Burial

If no image to download, look on Family Search

If no image, go to British Library !

Refers to microfilm in Asia and Africa reading room 

Census

Official census are taken but historically not by name
too many people!

need to find substitutes…….
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Directories (census substitutes) CENSUS

UK, Registers of Employees of the East India Company and the 
India Office, 1746-1939

Twentieth century impressions of: Malaya, Siam, Ceylon, Burma, Netherlands East Indies and others

England, United Grand Lodge of England Freemason Membership Registers, 1751-1921

https://www.ancestry.co.uk
Name John James Tart
Gender Male
Initiation Age 34
Birth Year abt 1857
Initiation Date 11 Feb 1891
Year range 1887-1909
Profession Contractor
Lodge Perak jubilee Lodge
Lodge Location Taiping Perak Malay Peninsula
Lodge Number 2225
Folio Number 194

https://museumfreemasonry.org.uk
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Occupations
Military

Government

East India Company (writer etc.)

Free mariner

Indigo farmer/manufacturer 

Railways

Tea planter

Doctor / Nurse

Retail/Merchant

River Pilot

Ship builder

Tanner

Attorney

Surveyor

Coachman

Teacher                              etc………

Travel

Women in India 

The Fishing Fleet: Husband-Hunting in the Raj
Anne de Courcy

The British Library
Asia and Africa Reading Room

The India Office Records
Date: 1600-1948

Archives and Libraries
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Other London Archives and Libraries Archives and Libraries elsewhere…

James Tait, esq.
late of  Prince of Wales Island…. it !!!
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Where to learn more?

Fibiwiki - an encyclopaedia about life in British India
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Social media
Books about life in British India……….on my shelf

British in the Far East (A social history of the 
British overseas) Woodcock, George, 
Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1969
ISBN 10: 0297179047ISBN

British Social Life in India, 1608-1937
by Dennis Kincaid, Routledge & Kegan Paul 
Books; 2nd ed. 
ISBN-10  :  0710072848

The Englishwoman in India: For ladies 
proceeding to, or living in, the East Indies; 
information on Outfit, Furniture, 
Housekeeping, Rearing of Children, Duties, 
Servants, Stable Keeping and Travel.
by A Lady Resident Kindle Edition
ASIN  :  B07CJ1FBYH
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contact me…. not just any family  …

Karen de Bruyne
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